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NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY 
1890— 


A PROGRESS REPORT 
A. G. BAGNALL 


So many years have passed since the first steps in the compilation 
of a retrospective “complete” national bibliography were taken in 1946 
that, in default of the finished work, it has been suggested that an 
interim report might be of interest. Specimen pages were handed round 
at a Conference Session in 1955, but as the work is now slowly 
reaching the stage where a provisional check-list will be typed, an 
extended note may be of some interest. 

1. BACKGROUND AND PLAN 

A bibliography of books and pamphlets is but one section of a full 

national bibliography—doubtless the most important, but certainly 


This paper was presented at the 4th Combined Archives Seminar and Seminar for 
Librarians of New Zealand Collections at the 28th N.Z.L.A, Conference, Wellington, 
on 19 February 1959. 
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not the only one. Eventually there will need to be bibliographies o 
our serials, including newspapers, maps, music and other material 
Work on these, together with the compilation of various indexes nov 
seen to be necessary, will certainly occupy librarians and others fo 
at least another fifty years. 

In the continuing reminders we receive of our indebtedness to th 
private labours of Dr T. M. Hocken, there is usually a second or 
two to note the lack of anything to fill the gap in the growing spar 
of years from his death. Without overlooking entirely the interini 
usefulness of various supplements and selective bibliographies, it i; 
fair to say that no cumulation of the years since 1910 had been 
attempted when we began, although stimulating suggestions to this 
effect had been made at various times. 

It was decided then that the National Centre should compile such 
a record, the Books Resources Committee of the N.Z.L.A. giving its 
formal approval in August 1948. 

The bibliography was planned originally to cover both the Hocken 
period and the succeeding years. Some months of work, however, 
early prompted the much wiser decision to concentrate on the recent 
gap. Because of the obviously thin coverage in the last years of 
Hocken, the starting point was first made 1900. However, further 
research showed that there were many significant ommissions in the 
last ten years of the nineteenth century and, encouraged by the know- 
ledge also that 1890 is historically a more logical division, the date 
was pushed back to 1890. It was originally intended to finish the 
entries with 1950, but 1960 is upon us and the entries for the ten 
years involved are readily available and may conveniently be included 
at the appropriate stage. 

What is to be done for the Hocken period? Three courses of action 
at least may be considered: 


(i) The bibliography could be reprinted with a supplement of 
known omissions. 


(ii) The reprint could be undertaken to 1889 (p. 402) thus 


omitting the sections in the National Centre bibliography with 


the Maori section covered by Williams. 


(iii) The period could be covered afresh on the same lines as the 
1890- work when that is completed. 





This last possibility is the one I most strongly prefer. Sentiment | 


apart, the range of Hocken’s annotations and the standing of the work 
iself demand that it should not be chopped about to suit our con- 
venience. A reprint of a now admittedly icomplete work, however, 
would be expensive, particularly with the necessary supplement. 


2. PUBLICATION 


Detailed consideration of the method and form of entry in 
publication is still premature, but it can be said that the work will be 
in two parts, a numbered alphabetical sequence of main entries and 
a second part of added subject and form entries. 
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3. SCOPE 


Che bibliography will include all New Zealand books and pamphlets 
w ich can be traced as having been published between 1890 and 1960. 
A New Zealand work is regarded as being: 
(i) Any title first published in New Zealand, regardless of its 
subject matter. 


(ii) Any title published overseas dealing wholly or in part with 
New Zealand. 

iii) Any title written by a resident New Zealander. 

Vorks published overseas by writers who have spent only part of 
th:ir lives in New Zealand will be included if the work in subject or 
tr atment in some way reflects the New Zealand scene. Titles technically 
ouiside scope written by authors with a substantial body of New 
Zealand writing as defined above will be indicated by italicised entries 
gi.ing title and date of publication only. 

The following categories have been excluded: 

(i) Rules, constitutions and regulations of societies and institu- 
tions, private and official, except that rules of certain ad hoc 
bodies of a temporary character have been included. 

(ii) Price lists, sale catalogues and advertising brochures. 

(iii) Slight publicity material, but publicity material and pros- 

pectuses giving information about business firms is included. 

(iv) Reprints in New Zealand of works first published overseas, 

unless of specific N.Z. content. 

(v) Primary and secondary school texts. 

(vi) Minor juvenile material and picture books. 

(vii) Election leaflets when clearly identifiable as such. 

(viii) Notices and broadsides. 

(ix) Programmes, orders of service, prayers, catechisms and 

religious study material. 

Reprints from periodicals and newspapers are included, except 
reprints from New Zealand serials other than newspapers. Offprints 
are Outside scope. Added entries are being made for all monographs 
issued as part of series and it is intended that the entries for major 
series which are not largely reprints should give a complete record 
of the individual titles in the series. 


4. FoRM OF ENTRY 

The form of entry is basically that of a standard Library of Congress 
catalogue card, cataloguing following the 1941 A.L.A. Preliminary 
Rules with a few significant variations, some of which may be noted 
here: 

(i) The starting point of all works in two or more edition is 
the first edition, regardless of whether it was published in the 
period or not. All entries, therefore, for Grey’s Polynesian 
mythology, Acland’s Canterbury runs and Hopkins’s Practical 
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beekeeping run on from the first edition as part of the meir 
entry regardless of change of title. 


(ii) Entries for corporate authors are to be made under the form 
of name used at the time of publication. After much though 


and discussion this decision has been finally taken. The: 


necessary cross references for earlier and later forms will 
of course, be given. 


(iii) Rules for collation, including the description of unpaged mate: 
and illustrations have been amended to permit the descriptior 
to enable one to determine whether or not a particular bool 
is complete or otherwise. Perhaps inconsistently we have nol 
extended this modification to include advertising matter no 
in the text, but the great majority of New Zealand works with 


additional advertising matter are not in any sense comparable 


to the first editions of the northern hemisphere where biblio- 
graphic importance pertains to issues with or without adver: 
tisements. 


5. METHOD OF COMPILATION 


The first step was to prepare a provisional working file from 
consolidation of Copyright Publications, Johnstone, Annals of New 
Zealand Literature, Union Catalogue entries, etc. From these “final 
entries have been prepared from an examination of individual copies 
This has been done, firstly, from N.L.S. stock in H.Q. and an 
accessible private collection, after which the Alexander Turnbul 
Library, where there are still some pockets of resistance to be included. 
was checked; at the present time we are about two-thirds of the wa\ 


through the General Assembly Library collection. Some complet: 


series of departmental publications have also been included. Union 
catalogue notifications from libraries with significant New Zealané 
collections have been checked regularly and unrecorded titles added 
to the rough file. Considerable assistance has been given over the 
years by many Library School students, who, as part of their ’bilio- 
graphical projects, have been able to deal with more or léss self: 
contained sections and so provide a basis for final checking by myseli 
and others. 


6. NATIONAL BIBLIOGRAPHY AS A UNION CATALOGUE 

The possibility of making the National Bibliography serve as a Union 
Catalogue was appreciated from an early stage. At the outset it was 
proposed that holdings should be given only for titles published before 
1900. There would, however, be advantages in giving a limited number 
of holdings on a regional basis, and, in the case of title apparently hel 
only in one or two libraries, to indicate accordingly. A final decision 
has not yet been made. 
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7. CHECKING STAGES AND REMAINING EDITORIAL WoRK 


Work is still at the stage of large-scale netting although naturally 
th: fish being caught are smaller and the examination to determine 
th:ir status and antecedents takes longer. So far as can be anticipated 
at present the remaining steps are: 


(i) Completion of Wellington libraries to stage of final entry and 
typing of check list after temporary merging of final provisional 
files. 


(ii) Checking of holding in other centres. 


iii) Editorial revision and research on biographical details, pseudo- 
nyms, and undated works, etc. 


(iv) Preparation of text for publication. 
8. GENERAL COMMENTS 


(i) Claims to completeness must be regarded as relative. Apart 
from the obvious need for editorial judgment in selection, however 
carefully provisions regarding scope are drawn up, much will 
inadvertently be missed. It can only be hoped that the proportion 
will be less, or certainly no greater than in other comparable works. 


(ii) As befits one who spent the first four years of his professional 
career in the Turnbull Library, there was at the outset a natural pre- 
disposition to regard our national collections as virtually complete. 
Without the existence of these collections the task of compilation 
would have been much more difficult and even more protracted than 
it has been, but the Alexander Turnbull and the General Assembly 
Libraries greatly though they complement each other, still have many 
omissions, particularly of first or early editions of bread and butter 
lines, the legal text books, the well-known gardening manuals. 

In concluding this report, thanks are expressed to the libraries 
which have so far permitted their shelves to be ransacked and to the 
many librarians and others who have assisted in one way or another 
to date. Anticipatory thanks may also be extended to the other 
libraries still to be checked and to individuals ready to assist in one 
way or another. 
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THE ACQUISITION, TREATMENT AND USE 
OF NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS 


REPORT ON A SURVEY 
NANCY G. FALKNER 


This paper is based on the replies submitted to a letter enquiring 
about the acquisition, physical treatment, recording and use of news- 
papers clippings by the four university libraries, Auckland, Wellington, 
and Dunedin Public Libraries, Auckland Institute, Napier Museum, 
the General Assembly and Alexander Turnbull Libraries and the 
National Library Centre, 


1. ACQUISITIONS 

A fairly clear pattern of acquisition policy emerges from the replies 
received. The university libraries do not deal with newspaper clippings 
at all, the public libraries collect newspaper clippings fairly extensively. 
and the other libraries collect them, but within fields related to their 
special functions. 

Except for the General Assembly Library, which confines itself in 
the main to items likely to be of use in their work for Members of 
Parliament, all libraries which collect clippings select items of an 
historical nature—articles about buildings and _ institutions, local 
history, obituary notices and biographical articles, reminiscences of 
early settlers, and also articles on important projects and controversies 
of the present, both local and national, and series of articles on a 
specific topic, which will be useful as historical material in the future. 
All these clippings are intended to be kept permanently. 

In addition, some public libraries collect items on city and borough 
council and local body news, population and other statistics, notices 
of meetings of local societies and other such items, which are clearly 
of current interest only or will later be embodied in official published 
reports and so do not need to be kept permanently. 

The importance of discrimination in selection is widely recognised 
and usually it is the job of the Reference Librarian or a_ senior 
assistant to mark items suitable for clipping. Experience of the» type 
of information sought about the past acts as a guide in what to 
preserve now, for the future. The Alexander Turnbull Library and 
the National Library Centre rely on the press clippings service of 





the Tourist and Publicity Department for their supply of clippings. ! 


The National Library Centre receives only clippings dealing with 
matters of library policy and administration throughout the country, 
but the Alexander Turnbull Library receives clippings on a wide range 
of subjects including book reviews and items about books, all obituary 


This paper was presented at the 4th Combined Archives Seminar and Seminar for 
Librarians of New Zealand Collections at the 28th N.Z.L.A. Conference, Wellington, 
on 19 February 1959. 
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n tices and biographical articles on New Zealanders, all historical 
al-icles on New Zealand. The advantages of receiving clippings from 
p: pers published throughout New Zealand have to be weighed against 
th: disadvantages of having selection done by people who have no 
e: perience of the use to which the clippings will be put. Both the 
d: pth and the thoroughness of selection must be affected. 

Most libraries accept donations of clippings if they are at all 
re evant to the other material in the library. Very often these clippings 
ae already in scrapbooks and an effort is made to index the more 
ueful collections, or items within miscellaneous collections. 


tv 


TREATMENT 

[he general practice appears to be to mount all clippings that are 
intended to be retained permanently and place them in vertical files 
o: manila folders, arranged alphabetically by subject. Where the public 
has no direct access to the file, or the clippings are later to be 
discarded, items for the vertical! files are not mounted. The next step 
is to assemble clippings on specific subjects, or clippings on a broad 
subject, e.g., Auckland history, New Zealand biographies, collected 
over a specific period, into scrapbooks. 


3. RECORDING 

The subject headings used in vertical files have been evolved for 
the purpose (Auckland Public base theirs on Ball’s Subject headings for 
the information file, 8th ed.) and usually they are similar to the 
headings used in newspaper indexes. Scrapbooks can be catalogued 
and classified as books and the material in them indexed for each 
volume, or into comprehensive indexes, e.g., N.Z. Reference Index. 
N.Z. Biographies Index, which are usually 5 in. x 3 in. card files. 
The tool used in indexing in both the Auckland Public Library and the 
Alexander Turnbull Library is Sears List of subject headings, 6th ed., 
with additional sub-divisions for headings not adequately covered 
there, e.g., MAORIS. 


4. USE 

To quote the reply of the Auckland Public Library: 

“The use made of the New Zealand vertical files and scrapbooks 
is almost as great as the use made of books in the New Zealand 
collection, and in the case of requests for information on Auckland 
it is certainly greater . . . on the whole information is sought by 
journalists, training college students, City and Borough Council 
cllicers, school children, businessmen, etc. Most requests are for 
debate material (e.g., conscription, electoral reform, technological 
training, etc.), information on geo-thermal power, hydro-electric 
p wer, town-planning, statistics, local issues and projects, prominent 
‘ow Zealanders in public life and the Arts, etc.” 

Other libraries report similarly that the main users of newspaper 
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clippings are training college students, high school children and 
amateur historians of places and families. They are also used some- 
times by students at a higher level, whose subject is not history, but 
who require some historical background, e.g., town-planning students, 
officers making a soil survey, and by serious historians as a startirg 
point to further researches. 

Public access to the clippings, whether in file; folder or scrapbock 
is not always feasible, and the person seeking information must be 
helped by the reference assistant. Only some public libraries allow 
clippings to be borrowed. 





THE ACQUISITION, TREATMENT AND USE OF 


NEWSPAPER CLIPPINGS 
IN AUCKLAND PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 


DOROTHY E. LYON 


1. ACQUISITION POLICY 


(1) Materials 

The Library subscribes, or receives as donations direct from the 
publisher, the two Auckland dailies, New Zealand Herald and Auck- 
land Star, and twenty suburban newspapers published in the greater 
Auckland area. Two copies of each paper are necessary for clipping. 
The suburban papers are published infrequently, weekly, fortnightly 
or monthly, and deal, of course, almost wholly with current local 
events and plans for future development as well as including the 
inevitable ration of social news. Nearly all, however, have featured 
at least one series of articles on local history. 

All these papers are screened regularly (we find that twice a week 
is a convenient interval—each Tuesday and Friday) by two senior 
Reference Department assistants and the Reference Librarian, for 
clipping purposes. In selecting material our intention is to supplement 
our book stock and not to duplicate unless the information will be 
more readily accessible or is in a more convenient form. 


This paper was presented at the 4th Combined Archives Seminar and Seminar for 
Librarians of New Zealand Collections at the 28th N.Z.L.A. Conference, Wellington, 
on 19 February 1959. 
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iren and § C ippings are dealt with in six ways: 

agg (i) Vertical Files 

students. The Library maintains several vertical files of material (news- 

 startir g paper and periodical clippings, pamphlets, etc.). There are two 
New Zealand files, one containing material relating to Auckland 

crapbock Province and the other to New Zealand in general. These collections 

must be contain current information mainly and are weeded out constantly. 

es allow Although it is customary to regard vertical files as storehouses of 
ephemeral material, we find that many clippings have a useful life 
of two or three years. 

Information considered suitable for vertical files includes most 
city and borough council and other local body news, population and 
other statistics, current controversies, election results, local and 
national projects, honours and awards, biographical and pictorial 
material on local celebrities and important visitors, etc. Weeding 
out is a more or less continuous process and many clippings are 
discarded as they become out of: date or are superseded by books 

-E OF and serials. With long-term projects like the Auckland Harbour 
Bridge, newspaper reports will regularly provide a résumé and this 
5 single concise summary can replace many early clippings. The 
assumption that some subjects will be covered ultimately in more 
permanent form is not, of course, always realised. Instead of 
retaining such material indefinitely in vertical files we transfer 
anything suitable to scrapbooks (see (ii) below), but when a fair 
number of clippings on a subject exists we have it in mind to house 
these in some sort of pamphlet case and catalogue and shelve the 
item in the New Zealand Collection. The first group that we intend 
dealing with in this way consists of non-current biographical clip- 
pings. We are discussing wih our bindery the design of a suitable 
box or container, but have not yet reached a decision. 
_S (ii) Scrapbooks a ; ets 
Clippings containing information of historical interest on 
ie greater : ; : . 
clipping. Auckland and New Zealand are pasted into two series of guard 
srtnightly books, known as Auckland Scrapbooks and New Zealand Scrap- 
ent local hooks. 
iding the Typical of the material included here are: Articles and illus- 
featured trations on the demolition of old buildings and the erection of new 
buildings, ships and shipping, bequests, disasters, new local 
e a week industries, all New Zealand “firsts”, etc., as well as the obvious 
vo senior historical and biographical features. It has to be admitted that a 
rian, for certain amount of the material that is currently added is used very 
pplement little at the moment, but our selection policy is, of course, 
n will be nfluenced by the reference questions we are asked now about 
people, places and events of 50 to 100 years ago. We clip from 
Seminar for ‘o-day’s events, therefore, the sort of information we so often want 
ee ‘or the nineteenth century. 
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The Auckland Scrapbook dates from 1921 and the New Zealand 
Scrapbook from 1916. Addition to the early volumes were on a 
very selective basis and it is only in the last ten years that some 
of the examples quoted above have been included and permanenily 
retained. 
(iii) Societies, Clubs, etc., File 

When the Universal Business Directories Ltd., Almanac series 
ceased publication, it was found necessary to start this alphabetical 
file of local societies. The newspaper clipping is usually a report 
of an annual meeting or advertisement. Only current entries are 
retained. 


(iv) Special Scrapbooks 
From time to time both dailies run a series of articles on a 
specific topic and these are mounted in a separate scrapbook. 
Recent examples of this are Antony Alpers’ Cook Islands articles 
and the Forbes Eadie chronology. Permanently retained. 
(v) Obituaries 
Obituaries, but not death notices, are clipped from all papers 
and mounted in scrapbooks. 1933 to date. Permanently retained. 
(vi) Library Scrapbooks 
Any reference in the Press to libraries controlled by the Auckland 
City Council and selected items on other libraries are clipped and 
mounted in scrapbooks. Permanently retained. 
(2) Policy 
It is unusual for the Library to reject anything in this category. 
Perhaps we have been fortunate in the material offered. It does, in 
fact, usually tie up with other material donated, e.g., a collection of 
clippings on New Zealand railways accompanied MS. and printed) ) 
material on the same subject. We are then inclined to accept anything 
of this nature in good condition unless it would obviously be more 
useful in another New Zealand library. 





2. PHYSICAL TREATMENT 


All papers are screened by the assistant in charge of vertical files) 
and the assistant in charge of scrapbooks who mark all material 
considered suitable for the categories listed above. A coloured pencil] | 
is used for this marking process, the beginning and end of the” 
required article being marked and the destination noted (with obvious| 
abbreviations, e.g., V/F—vertical file; A.S.B.—Auckland Scrapbook.|) 
etc.) at the top of the article. The papers are then passed to the) 
Reference Librarian for a final decision. A junior assistant then cuts!” 
and mounts clippings for vertical file on three-sheet white card 
(11 in. x 84 in. approximately) and prints name and date of the| 
newspaper at the bottom of the article. Naturally, if previous clippings] 
on the same subject have been filed, the current clippings are added|) 
to the original card when space permits. The junior assistant is usually|7 


anita itss 
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qiite capable of handling this independently, but, in any case, all 
r ounted clippings are then passed to the assistant in charge of vertical 
f. es. She assigns subject headings, lettered on the top left hand corner 
c the card. The mounted clippings are then filed in folders. The 
c llection is housed in standard, four-drawer steel filing cabinets, 
e |uipped with Vetro Mobil Twinlock suspension filing system. 


Scrapbook clippings are pased into guard books (114 in. x 10 in. 
a proximately) of necessity in chronological order. Only one side of 
tie page is used and in the case of the Auckland Scrapbook, for 
it stance, one book usually holds a three or four months’ supply of 
c ippings. The junior assistant who handles vertical file cutting and 
p.sting also deals with scrapbook material. Pages are numbered and 
t!.e name and date of the newspaper printed at the top of each clipping. 
Ine assistant in charge of scrapbooks then indexes the material (on 
5 in. x 3 in. cards) in the Reference Department New Zealand Index. 


For the Societies File clippings are mounted on 5 in. x 3 in. cards 
and filed in alphabetical order by name of institution. This file is 
kept at the Reference Department Enquiry Desk. 

Special Scrapbooks, Obituaries and Library Scrapbooks are treated 
in the same way as Auckland and New Zealand Scrapbooks. 


3. RECORDING MATERIAL 


Arrangement of the Vertical file is alphabetical by subject. Broad 
subject headings are used (based on Ball’s Subject headings for the 
information file, 8th ed.). A guide to headings used with cross refer- 
ences is kept on 5 in. x 3 in. cards. 

The series of Auckland and New Zealand Scrapbooks are catalogued 
in the catalogue of the New Zealand Collection and the clippings 
contained in these volumes are indexed in the New Zealand Index. 
This New Zealand Index can best be described as a “catch all” for 
information and illustrations on New Zealand. It is a 5 in. x 3 in. 
card file in one alphabet containing Auckland Scrapbook and New 
Zealand Scrapbook indexing, New Zealand portrait and illustration 
indexing (from books and periodicals in the New Zealand Collection) 
and the results of research in New Zealand material undertaken for 
desk enquiries and the many enquiries received by mail. The tool 
used for subject headings is Sears List of subject headings, 6th ed., 
with the Library’s own sub-divisions for NEw ZEALAND—HIsTory and 
New ZEALAND—DESCRIPTION AND TRAVEL and for Maoris. For Maori 
names we use N.Z.L.A. 1957 Conference Seminar on New Zealand 
Collections, Rules for cataloguing and indexing of Maori names, by 

G. Bagnall. 

The Societies File is a self-indexing alphabetical file. Entry is under 
the name of the institution with references from subjects. Special 
Scrapbooks and Obituary Scrapbooks are catalogued in the catalogue 
of the New Zealand Collection. Obituaries are indexed under name 
of deceased person only, on 5 in. x 3 in. cards in one alphabetical 
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file. A gap in indexing during the war years is slowly being overtaken 
Library Scrapbooks are not catalogued or indexed and the onl) 
approach for information is through the physical chronologica 
arrangement of material. 


4. Uses AND LIMITATIONS 


The use made of the New Zealand vertical files and scrapbooks i: 
almost as great as the use made of books in the New Zealand 
Collection, and in the case of requests for information on Auckland 
it is certainly greater. As the vertical files are housed in the public 
department they are freely available for consultation and most people 
use the material with little or no staff guidance. A notice on the 
cabinets asks users not to replace any files used. This enables the 
staff to check the contents, which are rarely in order after use, and, 
of course, to refile folders accurately. A minority of visitors to the 
department is obviously intrigued by the collection and these people 
browse through a variety of material with no serious aims. But, on 
the whole, information is sought by journalists, training college 
studenis, City and Borough Council officers, school children, business- 
men, etc. Most requests are for debate material (e.g., conscription, 
electoral reform, technological training, etc.) information on geo- 
thermal power, hydro-electric power, town planning, statistics, local 
issues and projects, prominent New Zealanders in public life and the 
arts, etc. The fact that we clip selectively is not realised by many people, 
and it is assumed that both Auckland dailies are available in full in 
this form. All enquiries for information received at both newspaper 
offices are, apparently, referred to the Library and, consequently, many 
trivial requests for information from the classified columns are 
received. But, in general, we seem to be working on the right 
lines in selecting New Zealand material. Information which we are 
sometimes asked for and fail to provide is usually a report of a road 
accident, drowning fatality, etc. Obviously, indexing both Auckland 
dailies is a public service which we should provide, but, until that is 
possible, vertical file material, selected by staff members actually 
working daily in the department, seems to be a useful compromise. 


The scrapbooks, of course, are not so convenient to use, as material 
on one subject may be scattered over the years. Nor is it possible 
for the independent worker to use the series as he can vertical file 
material, since the volumes are not housed on the open shelves. This 
is an unfortunate but necessary restriction to preserve the material 
We could at least meet the problem half way by making the New 
Zealand Index available in the department, but we were not far-sighted 
enough 40 years ago to use punched cards for this index and, in 
any case, there is no room for the rapidly expanding 14-drawe: 
cabinet. 


The transference of vertical file material to scrapbooks bulks out 
the volumes somewhat, as the clipping cannot be removed from its 
mount. However, the time spent in typing and checking these items, 
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a an alternative to transferring the original clipping, proved too 
wasteful. Another disadvantage, inevitable and presenting no particular 
o »stacle, is the fact that reference to both vertical files and scrapbooks 
is sometimes necessary. The most serious limitation in using this 
n aterial is the unreliability of many of the facts in newspaper report- 
g. This is particularly noticeable in local history features. A mistake 
ade early in the century is repeated again and again and the same 
material is used by different generations of writers with no attempt 
b ing made at original research. As a result, what might seem from 
tte New Zealand Index to be a rich harvest of information on, for 
instance, Auckland’s Government House, will be revealed as numerous 
rc-writings of one original article. The obvious solution, to reject any 
inaccurate article or any article on a subject already more fully 
covered in the past, would mean so much checking that I am afraid 
we shrink from it. And it would certainly be unpopular with enquirers 
wo often ask for specific articles. However, inaccuracies discovered 
by the staff or pointed out by readers, are always noted with references 
to reliable sources. Perhaps it should be made clear that this problem 
does not arise with current events and news items reported in more 
than one paper at the time of the event. It is, of course, easier to 
judge the accuracy of this material and, other things being equal, 
the most informative version is selected. 

It would be ridiculous to imagine that this Auckland Scrapbook 
and New Zealand Scrapbook material is any use to the true historian, 
thesis writer or research worker. It will occasionally provide a date 
or useful clue to research elsewhere, but otherwise its uses are confined 
to amateur local historians, members of historical societies, journalists, 
firms and institutions celebrating anniversaries, school children, etc. 
Local history research is a very active hobby or part-time occupation 
with many Aucklanders and contact with these people is extremely 
valuable to the library. Through them we have often acquired useful 
additions to the New Zealand Collection and heard of material in 
other libraries and official collections which we have since been able 
to acquire on microfilm. And it is, of course, often profitable for us 
to know “the expert on Onehunga”, etc. 

No specific comment seems necessary on the Library’s other 
collections of clippings. Obituaries are not used to any great extent, 
but have, of course, potentia! value. Early volumes included death 
notices as well as obituaries and, if the staff position ever allows it, 
we will certainly return to this. 
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NEW ZEALAND, PACIFIC AND 
RARE BOOKS ROOM 


CANTERBURY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
R. C. LAMB 


In December 1893 there was completed a new extension to the 
Canterbury Public Library. It was described at the time as being “49 fi. 
by 31 ft., the walls 25 ft. high, with an open roof with varnished 
beams and timbers and lit by six large skylights.” Four years later, in 
1897, a gallery 7 ft. wide was built about the walls of this room at a 
height of 10 ft. from the floor. In 1954 it was decided to create two 
rooms out of this room, this being done simply by flooring in the space 
between the galleries. So that now the lower room on the ground floor 
serves as a stack room, while the upper room houses the New Zealand 
collection, as well as books on the Pacific and rare books outside these 
fields. The setting apart of this room must be regarded as a landmark 
in the history of the library. For it meant that here could be assembled 
together in a way that was hitherto impossible, books, pamphlets, 
newspapers and periodicals, the preservation of which began over a 
century ago when the Canterbury Provincial Council established a 
library of its own. It was to that library that first belonged some of the 
British Parliamentary Papers relating to New Zealand, and other official 
papers, now kept in the room about to be described. 

For it will be as well, before describing the book collection, to note 
the general appearance of this room as seen from the top of the stair- 
way giving access to it. On entering the room at this point, one is 
immediately aware of the good natural lighting afforded by the sky- 
lights in the roof, a feature which makes it a pleasant room in which 
to work. Looking at that “open roof” one notices the solid beams 
that support it; they are no longer varnished, but are painted burnt 
orange, so that even on a dull day their colour is reflected in the dark 
roof timbers above. The walls are painted pale blue. 

The shelves along the wall on the right as one enters the room are 
10 ft. high and rise from a projecting ledge 3 ft. 6 in. above the floor. 
Beneath the ledge are kept bound files of the Lyttelton Times, The 
Press and the Sun. Near complete files of each of these papers are 
held. On the left wall, opposite, the shelves for over half its length 
run to a height of 14 ft. A cat-walk 7 ft. above the floor gives access 
to the higher shelves, running parallel to them for a distance of 24 ft. 
(i.e., about half the length of the room). Along the centre of the room, 
running parallel with the side walls, are four kauri stands of book- 
shelves, each 12 ft. long and 8 ft. high. And on either side of these 
are two double unit tables. A wooden cabinet 9 ft. long, 3 ft. wide and 
3 ft. 6 ins. high, with glass doors, provides further shelving, and on tcp 
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0 it are displayed New Zealand Parliamentary Papers. A map cabinet 
accommodates maps issued by the New Zealand Department of Lands 
aid Survey, and there is a steel cabinet which contains a vertical file 
it which are kept mounted news clippings of New Zealand and local 
irterest. Immediately behind the control desk at the northern end of 
tte room is a visiblex showing the periodicals received by the library, 
and here too (as the Periodicals Stack is on a raised platform beyond 
tte New Zealand Room) is the desk for the person in charge of 
p riodicals. 


Ti1£ Book COLLECTION 


3,860 books and approximately 2,600 pamphlets make up the 
collection, the vast bulk of which is purely New Zealand material. 
Holdings of the better known titles in the New Zealand field are 
strong, while those of the lesser known are slender. A cross-sectional 
examination of the collection will illustrate what is meant here. Run- 
ning through a random section of Hocken’s Bibliography of the litera- 
ture relating to New Zealand, namely, the section covering the years 
1859 and 1860, one finds that out of fifty books and pamphlets listed 
there, sixteen are in this collection. They include the better known 
tiles such as: Fenton, F. D. Observations on the state of the 
aboriginal inhabitants of New Zealand; Fuller, F. Five years’ resi- 
dence in New Zealand; and Swainson, W. New Zealand and its 
colonisation. Of lesser known titles in this section of Hocken, the 
collection contains: Browne, E. H. The case of the war in New 
ealand; and Major, R. H. Early Voyages to Terra Australis, now 
called Australia. Few books and pamphlets relating to Canterbury 
were published in 1859 and 1860. Hocken lists them under Fuller, 
Lord Lyttelton, Von Haast and Torlesse, all except the last-named 
being represented in the collection. The Von Haast item listed here 
is his Report of a geological survey of Mount Pleasant, laid before 
the Provincial Council on 20 December 1860. It is doubtful whether 
there could be found in Canterbury today a complete set of reports 
printed at the request of the Provincial Council. Two that are not in 
the collection are C. R. Stephenson’s Report on the Lyttelton and 
Christchurch railway, 1859, and W. B. Bray’s Report on the drainage 
of Lake Ellesmere, 1875. 


SERIAL PUBLICATIONS 


Over 1100 bound volumes of New Zealand periodicals are in this 
collection. Keeping still to the 1859-60 period, it is here that Hocken 
lists the various versions of Punch in New Zealand. Of these the 
library holds Punch in Canterbury, n1-20 (8 Ap-19 Ag, 1865) and 
New Zealand Punch, v1n2-9 (13 S-1 N 1879). 


In 1859 were published the Proceedings of the first diocesan synod 
held in Christchurch. Of these the collection includes an unbroken 
run from 1859 to 1893, to which it is hoped to add to shortly, thus 
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In December 1893 there was completed a new extension to the 
Canterbury Public Library. It was described at the time as being “49 ft. 
by 31 ft., the walls 25 ft. high, with an open roof with varnished 
beams and timbers and lit by six large skylights.” Four years later, in 
1897, a gallery 7 ft. wide’ was built about the walls of this room at a 
height of 10 ft. from the floor. In 1954 it was decided to create two 
rooms out of this room, this being done simply by flooring in the space 
between the galleries. So that now the lower room on the ground floor 
serves as a stack room, while the upper room houses the New Zealand 
collection, as well as books on the Pacific and rare books outside these 
fields. The setting apart of this room must be regarded as a landmark 
in the history of the library. For it meant that here could be assembled 
together in a way that was hitherto impossible, books, pamphlets, 
newspapers and periodicals, the preservation of which began over a 
century ago when the Canterbury Provincial Council established a 
library of its own. It was to that library that first belonged some of the 
British Parliamentary Papers relating to New Zealand, and other official 
papers, now kept in the room about to be described. 

For it will be as well, before describing the book collection, to note 
the general appearance of this room as seen from the top of the stair- 
way giving access to it. On entering the room at this point, one is 
immediately aware of the good natural lighting afforded by the sky- 
lights in the roof, a feature which makes it a pleasant room in which 
to work. Looking at that “open roof” one notices the solid beams 
that support it; they are no longer varnished, but are painted burnt 
orange, so that even on a dull day their colour is reflected in the dark 
roof timbers above. The walls are painted pale blue. 

The shelves along the wall on the right as one enters the room are 
10 ft. high and rise from a projecting ledge 3 ft. 6 in. above the floor. 
Beneath the ledge are kept bound files of the Lyttelton Times, The 
Press and the Sun. Near complete files of each of these papers are 
held. On the left wall, opposite, the shelves for over half its length 
run to a height of 14 ft. A cat-walk 7 ft. above the floor gives access 
to the higher shelves, running parallel to them for a distance of 24 ft. 
(i.e., about half the length of the room). Along the centre of the room, 
running parallel with the side walls, are four kauri stands of book- 
shelves, each 12 ft. long and 8 ft. high. And on either side of these 
are two double unit tables. A wooden cabinet 9 ft. long, 3 ft. wide and 
3 ft. 6 ins. high, with glass doors, provides further shelving, and on top 
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c* it are displayed New Zealand Parliamentary Papers. A map cabinet 
a:commodates maps issued by the New Zealand Department of Lands 
aid Survey, and there is a steel cabinet which contains a vertical file 
it which are kept mounted news clippings of New Zealand and local 
it terest. Immediately behind the control desk at the northern end of 
tie room is a visiblex showing the periodicals received by the library, 
aid here too (as the Periodicals Stack is on a raised platform beyond 
the New Zealand Room) is the desk for the person in charge of 
p:riodicals. 


T4E Book COLLECTION 


3,860 books and approximately 2,600 pamphlets make up the 
collection, the vast bulk of which is purely New Zealand material. 
Holdings of the better known titles in the New Zealand field are 
strong, while those of the lesser known are slender. A cross-sectional 
examination of the collection will illustrate what is meant here. Run- 
n:ng through a random section of Hocken’s Bibliography of the litera- 
ture relating to New Zealand, namely, the section covering the years 
1359 and 1860, one finds that out of fifty books and pamphlets listed 
there, sixteen are in this collection. They include the better known 
titles such as: Fenton, F. D. Observations on the state of the 
aboriginal inhabitants of New Zealand; Fuller, F. Five years’ resi- 
dence in New Zealand; and Swainson, W. New Zealand and _ its 
colonisation. Of lesser known titles in this section of Hocken, the 
collection contains: Browne, E. H. The case of the war in New 
ealand; and Major, R. H. Early Voyages to Terra Australis, now 
called Australia. Few books and pamphlets relating to Canterbury 
were published in 1859 and 1860. Hocken lists them under Fuller, 
Lord Lyttelton, Von Haast and Torlesse, all except the last-named 
being represented in the collection. The Von Haast item listed here 
is his Report of a geological survey of Mount Pleasant, laid before 
the Provincial Council on 20 December 1860. It is doubtful whether 
there could be found in Canterbury today a complete set of reports 
printed at the request of the Provincial Council. Two that are not in 
the collection are C. R. Stephenson’s Report on the Lyttelton and 
Christchurch railway, 1859, and W. B. Bray’s Report on the drainage 
of Lake Ellesmere, 1875. 


SERIAL PUBLICATIONS 


Over 1100 bound volumes of New Zealand periodicals are in this 
collection. Keeping still to the 1859-60 period, it is here that Hocken 
lists the various versions of Punch in New Zealand. Of these the 
library holds Punch in Canterbury, n1-20 (8 Ap-19 Ag, 1865) and 
New Zealand Punch, v\1n2-9 (13 S-1 N 1879). 


In 1859 were published the Proceedings of the first diocesan synod 
held in Christchurch. Of these the collection includes an unbroken 
run from 1859 to 1893, to which it is hoped to add to shortly, thus 
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making the set as complete to date as possible. Of periodicals pub- 
lished later than 1860 only four that are held will be listed here, and 
that on account of their rarity. They are as follows: 
(i) The New Zealand cyclist, vin1-v2n92 (3 Ap 1897-31 D 1898); 
v3nl 18-144 (1J16 1899-30 D 1899). Weekly. 

(ii) The New Zealand volunteer and civil service gazette and naval 
and military chronicle, vini-v3n12 (19 My 1885-3 Ap 1888). 
Monthly. 

(iii) The New Zealand wheelman, vin-v5n38 (22 O 1892-13 0 
1897); v7n1-52 (19 O 1898-11 O 1899); v10n1-26 (1901-02). 
Fortnightly. 

(iv) The Otago Journal, n\-7 (Ja 1848-My 1851). Irregular. 


OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS 

Over 1600 bound volumes of New Zealand official publications are 
included in this collection. They include the Journals and the Appen- 
dices to the journals of the House of Representatives, 1854 to date. 
The copy of the Votes and proceedings of the first New Zealand par- 
liament is possibly one of four that survive to this day. In this rare 
category also is the complete set of the Specifications and inventions 
in respect of which letters patent or letters of registration have been 
applied for, 1861-1879. 


DIRECTORIES AND ALMANACS 

Wise’s New Zealand post office directory is held for the following 
years: 1875, 1885-86, 1890-91, 1894-95, 1900, 1905, 1916, 1920, 
1935, 1952, 1953-54. A useful quick reference aid under this heading 
is The Southern provinces almanac if which a file for the years 1863- 
92 is held. A feature of each issue up to that of 1876 is the “narrative 
of events” covering the year under review in Christchurch. 


SAMUEL BUTLER COLLECTION 

Of the seventeen books in English by Samuel Butler published 
during his life-time, sixteen are in the collection. All except two of 
them, namely, Unconscious memory and Luck or cunning, are held 
in their first as well as subsequent editions. The book not included 
here is his Narcissus: a dramatic cantata in vocal score, with a separate 
accompaniment for the piano. All his posthumously published books, 
but none of the Butler pamphlets, are in the collection. Nor is the 
collection strong in holdings either of Butler criticism or of his con- 
tributions to periodicals—with the exception of Nature and The 
Spectator, the files of which, in each case, are complete from the first 
issue. One of the library’s choice possessions is Butler’s manuscript of 
The fair haven. There is also the manuscript of M. Valery Larbaud’s 
French translation of Erewhon, published in 1920. 

Other features of this New Zealand collection that can be no more 
than noted at this stage include passenger lists of immigrant ships 
arriving at Lyttelton (1850-72) and extensive holdings of Canterbury 
newspapers (some recently acquired). 


116 





Pres 
NicEld 
Registr 

Imp: 
the M: 
sent to 
troller 

Regi 
Minist 
Comm 
know | 

Prin 
o! the 
ber 19 
had be 
with a 
given 
receive 

The 
had bi 
agreed 

It w 


ings a 
ference 


Pres 
McEld 
Regist! 
Appoi 

Imp 
not be 
said th 
the ne 
receive 

Est} 
School 
any be 


$ pub- 
e, and 


1898); 


' naval 


1888). 


-13 90 
1-02). 


ms are 
4 ppen- 
> date. 
id par- 
is rare 
entions 
e been 


lowing 

1920, 
reading 
, 1863- 
arrative 


iblished 
two of 
re held 
ncluded 
e parate 
books, 
r is the 
lis Con- 
id The 
the first 
cript of 
irbaud’s 


iO more 
it ships 
iterbury 





N.Z.L.A. STANDING 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 21 MAY 1959 


Present: G. T. Alley, C. W. Collins, M. S. Fleming, H. Macaskill, W. J. 
McEldowney, M. S. Martin, C. S. Perry, J. O. Wilson, D. M. Wylie, the 
Registrar and the Hon. Editor. 


Importation of Gramophone Records: A letter, dated 29 April, from 
tle Minister of Customs acknowledging the submissions which had been 
sent to him and saying that he would like to discuss them with the Comp- 
troller of Customs before receiving a deputation, was received. 


Regional Library Co-operation: A letter, dated 28 April, from the 
Minister of Education, saying that he was studying the report of the 
Committee on Regional Library Co-operation and would let the Association 
know if anything could be done on the lines suggested, was received. 

Principles of Library Planning: The Registrar reported that 1,500 copies 
of the brochure Principles of Library Planning reprinted from the Septem- 
ber 1958 issue of New Zealand Libraries had been received and that copies 
had been sent to all members of the New Zealand Institute of Architects 
with a covering letter drawing attention to the assistance which could be 
given to architects by the Library Buildings Committee. Th report was 
received and the action taken approved. 

The Library Buildings Committee had also recommended that copies 
had been sent to all local authority members of the Association. It. was 
agreed that this be done. 

It was resolved that copies of the brochure be sent to the Librarian of 
the School of Architecture in Auckland. 


Date of Council Meeting: It was decided to change the date of the 
next Council meeting from 3 to 4 September. 


L.A.A. Conference: Mr Collins was asked to convey a message of greet- 
ings and good wishes to the Library Association of Australia at its con- 
ference in August. 


NOTES ON MEETING OF 18 JUNE 1959 


Present: G. T. Alley (in the chair), M. S. Fleming. H. Macaskill, W. J. 
McEldowney, M. S. Martin, C. S. Perry, J. O. Wilson, D. M. Wylie, the 
Registrar, and the Hon. Editor. 

Appointment of Three Ordinary Members of Council: 

Importation of Gramophone Records: The Registrar reported that it had 
not been possible to arrange fr a deputation to meet the Minister, Mr Perry 
said that he had been told that gramophone records had been mntioned in 
the new schedules although he had not seen the reference. The reports were 
received. 

Esther Glen Award: The Registrar read a letter from the Librarian, 
School Library Service, undertaking to bring to the attention of the judges 
any book worth considering for the Esther Glen Award, and also a letter 
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from Mrs Dorothy White commenting on the possibility of an award beirg 
made for the current year and on the suggestion made by Council that en 
approach be made to the State Literary Fund. The correspondence wis 
received. 

Availability of Newspapers in Libraries: The Registrar read a letter fron 
the Secretary of the Canterbury Chamber of Commerce forwarding a 
complaint from one of its members about the delay in the delivery of 
newspapers to libraries, and requesting that some endeavour be made io 
ascertain and rectify the cause. Mr Wilson reported that a similar questicn 
had once been asked in the House, and that as a result newspapers weve 
being forwarded to the General Assembly Library by letter post. It was 
resolved that the matter be referred to the Auckland, Wellington, Christ- 
church and Dunedin city libraries and that a reply be sent to the Chamber 
of Commerce saying that the matter is being investigated. 

1960 Conference: It was agreed that up to four grants be made from the 
Registration Account in 1959 to students travelling to the 1960 conference 
and the Registrar was authorised to call for applications. 

N.Z.L.A. Headquarters: Mr Martin gave a progress report of houses 
inspected and pointed out that under the City Council’s Town Planning 
Scheme there was no point in considering properties in areas of the city 
zoned as residential. The report was received. 

Activities Committee: Mr Perry reported that the Activities Committee 
had met in May and that it had resolved that its report be forwarded to the 
Hon. Secretary with the request that he consult the Standing Executive Com- 
mittee about the best way in which to proceed. The Committee's report was 
not yet available in the form in which it would be presented to Council, but 
Mr Perry outlined the main points which would be included. It was resolved 
that the report on the matters dealt with so far by the Committee be circu- 
lated to Council at an early date to enable full consideration to be given to it 
before the meeting, and that the matters to be dealt with by the Committee 
at its next meeting be presented in a separate report. It was agreed that 
a letter be sent to the Hon. Secretary of the Local Authorities Section 
before the Council meeting, inviting the comments of his executive on 
the proposed date of the election for local authority representatives on 
the Council. 


SETTING A PRECEDENT? 


“A meeting of the Eyreton Library Committee was held on April 25. 
The treasurer reported that after the purchase of new Books, there 
would not be sufficient money to pay the librarian’s salary for the 
past half year. This was owing to the small number of subscribers 
during the past year. The librarian said he would-be willing to let 
the matter stand over till the funds increased so as to admit of his 
salary being paid.” 

—From: Lyttelion Times 27 April 1°83 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 


KATHERINE MANSFIELD 
BIBLIOGRAPHICAL FOOTNOTE 


Sir, 

In the Mantz bibliography (Mantz, R.E. Critical bibliography of 
Katherine Mansfield. Constable, 1931. p. 54) in the analysis of 
Something childish ... , the posthumous volume (1924), is the 
item, Carnation. This is dated as written in 1917, but in the column 
for details of first publication there is no entry. Remembering that 
long ago as a student I had read this short study in a periodical, 
probably the Nation, London, I looked up the files of 1917—and 
found it easily in the excellent index that was made for the Nation 
at that time: 

MANSFIELD, Katherine. Carnation. (Nation, London 33:595-596, 

September 7 1918). 

It is particularly strange that it should have been overlooked by 
Miss Mantz, for she includes six items from the Nation of 1921. 
This small detail may be of interest to future biliographers. 


C. TIBBLES 
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NO EDGE TAPES NEEDED 


High quality, long lasting, and very resistant to hard wear 

Nelson Sleeves are manufactured § of an inch deeper than stock 
book sizes, to allow for easy insertion of pictorial jacket into sleeve. 

This extra depth also allows the front and back end boards of 
the book to be inserted into the sleeve. 

The thickness of the end boards takes up the extra § of an inch, 
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Ref. and Size 

size no. Depth To take jacket Price 
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1000/CC2 7% in. 74 in. x 18 in. 7d each 
1000/CC3 7{ in. 7} in. 18 in. 7d each 
1000/CC4 8 in. 8 in. x 18 in. 8d each 
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1000/CC6 8§ in. 84 in. x 18 in. 8d each 
1000/CC7 8{ in. 8iin. x 18 in. 8d each 
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above. 
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Sizes up to 8} in. x 18 in ——4d each 
Sizes 9 in to 10 in. x 18 in.—5d each 


Cloth tapes various colours, 2-inch core—6/- per 50-yd. roll. 
Vinamul adhesive glue—6/6 per tin 
All prices net Special quotes for contract lots 
ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE from: 
MRS M. A. RENNIE 


114 Princes Drive 
NELSON 
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